
Weimar Germany

The Great Depression Subtopic 1

Circumstances @ end of WW1

Economic War reparations, left a heavy financial strain 
on the country

Hyperinflation

German currency became virtually worthless, 
leading to:

Widespread poverty

Unemployment

Social unrest

The government needed money to pay the 
debts, so printed more money.

1919 price of bread = 1 mark, by 1923 the 
price of bread was 200,000 billion marks

Since prices were out of control, wages had 
to rise a similar rate, many workers were paid 
twice in the same day to keep up with 
inflation

German trade suffered, people didn't trust 
the value of currency

People with savings were hit hard because 
they were now worthless but those in debt 
did benefit

Economic instability

Political

Weimar Republic, after the abdication of 
Kaiser Wilhelm II, faced challenges from:

Left The Spartacist revolt

German Communist Party (KPD) 33 daily 
newspapers and 400,000 members. The 
Spartacists were extreme socialists who 
supported the KPD.

Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebknect 
organised the revolt. 4th January 1919, Ebert 
sacked head of police who were popular 
with workers. 6th January general strike 
called and 100,000 workers took to the street.

Freikorps

Called to suppress this- numbered 250,000 
men by March 1919. 13th January they had 
driven rebels off the streets. 16th January, 
Luxembourg and Liebknecht were arrested 
and killed.

Right The Kapp Putsch

 The Freikorps were due to disband in Berlin 
in 1920. Fearing unemployment 5000 of 
them marched on Berlin. The army 
Reichswehr refused to fire against them. 
Wolfgang Kapp was put forward as their 
figurehead.

They declared a new government and invited 
the Kaiser to return. The members of the real 
government fled to Weimar. They urged 
people to go on strike against the Putsch. 
The rebellion eventually collapsed.

s
Showed that the German government was 
perceived as too weak to bring any real 
period of stability to Germany

Political extremism, created a chaotic 
atmosphere and undermined trust in 
democratic institutions. e.g.

Communist uprisings

Right-wing paramilitary groups

Military Treaty of Versailles

German army was limited to 100,000 soldiers 
and the navy to 15,000 sailors

Loss of territory, demobilisation of armed 
troops, restrictions on military capabilities

Contributed in the erosion of national pride 
and provided a rallying cry for extremist 
ideologies that promised to restore 
Germany's former glory

Fueled a sense of humiliation and 
resentment among many Germans, who felt 
that the treaty unfairly punished their country

Sentiments provided an opportunity for 
nationalist and extremist groups to exploit 
the perceived injustice

June 28th 1919 it was signed

How these circumstances shaped 
Nazism

Impact of Hitler

Propaganda

Established the Reich Ministry of Public 
Enlightenment led by Joseph Goebbels, 
controlled all aspects of media including: 
newspapers, radio, literature, films and public 
events and used those to promote their 
ideological agenda

Scapegoating

Blaming specific groups for Germany's 
problems, particularly Jews, Communists, 
Intellectuals and other minorities.

Hostility towards communism

Charismatic Leadership

Emotional Appeal and Oratory Skills

His speeches exploited popular sentiments 
and he had offered simple solutions and 
scapegoats to manipulate the public's 
opinion, promising to restore Germany's 
greatness

Projected an image of strength, decisiveness 
and infallibility to present himself as a 
charismatic leader

Nazi Ideology

Nationalist

Dictatorship

Anti-communism

Antisemitism

Party's organisational and tactical skills

Significant individuals

Gustav Stresemann

Chancellor of Germany from August 1923 to 
November 1923. Later continued to serve as 
a Foreign Minister, rebuilding and restoring 
Germany's international status

Recovery of 1923 crisis

Scrapped the old Currency, the mark and 
brought The Rentenmark (temporarily) which 
tied to the value of gold. Stopped 
hyperinflation and made German money 
worth something again.

Allowed people to:

Buy goods

Get proper pay

Increased confidence

The Dawes Plan (1924) (Economic)

signed with USA- reparations temporarily 
reduced to 50 million per year

US banks agreed to give loans to the 
German industry. Loaned 25 billion between 
1924 and 1930

Industrial output doubled (1923-28). 
Employment and trade increased.

Extreme political parties hated it because 
Germany still respected the treaty

The Young Plan (1929)

Annual payments kept at 50 million per year 
and stretched until 1988

Reparations debt reduced from 6.6 billion to 
2 billion and given 59 years to pay

Allowed the government to lower taxes and 
increase public spending. 85% of Germans in 
favour

Lacarno Pact

Treaty with Germany, Britain, France, Italy 
and Belgium

Germany accepted 1919 border with France, 
Rhineland would be permanently 
demilitarised and Germany was given 
membership of the League of Nations. IT was 
allowed to sit on the council which made the 
most important decisions.

Kellogg-Briand Pact

August 1928 with 61 other countries Germany 
signed the Pact as well as the USA and 
France

An agreement to not use war to achieve 
foreign policy aims

Shows that Germany is now involved with the 
main powers, not dictated by them, got a lot 
of the extremists support

Formed the German People's Party and was 
elected to the national assembly which 
gathered at Weimar in 1919 to frame a new 
constitution.

Friedrich Ebert

Formed a Socialist coalition government

Helped bring about the Weimar constitution 
(1919)

Elected the first president of the Weimar 
Republic

Deal between Ebert and Groener

President von Hindenburg

President of Weimar Republic (1925)Reduced Nazis abilities to recruit angry 
veterans

Died on 2 August 1934. Hitler did 2 things: 

Declared himself Fuhrer, combining the 
powers of chancellor and president

Forced all the members of the army to give 
him an oath of loyalty

Democratic changes changes

Democracy (1919) (Political)

New parliament (Political)New constitution

Strengths

Basic freedoms guaranteed bc Germany was 
a democracy

All Germans were to be equal before the law, 
and personal liberty, freedom of speech, 
freedom of assembly, freedom of 
association and freedom of religion.
Private property guaranteed
Germans had the right to form trade unions

To alleviate poverty:

Unemployment insurance

Workers' rights protection

Social welfare programs

Constitution ensured no one had too much 
power

Voting system ensured that small parties also 
got seats in the Reichstag (Proportional 
representation)

Weaknesses

Article 48 (Political & Social)

Gave the president the power to act w/o 
parliament's approval in an emergency. 
However, it did not clearly define what an 
'emergency' was, so the power was 
overused, which weakened the German's 
confidence in democracy.

By 1930, the Chancellor often went straight 
to the President to make laws and didn't 
consult the Reichstag.

Reichstag (Political & Social)

Proportional representation

Votes were cast for the party, not the 
individual. It allowed small parties, even 
parties like the German communists and later 
the Nazis who were opposed to democracy 
to gain representation in the parliament.

Meant that it was difficult to get a 
majority. Made coalition 
governments common. e.g. where 
2 parties have to group together 
and lead the country together. 
Made decision making harder

Several parties in the Reichstag didn't 
support democracy

Coalition
Led to constant government changes

Coalition governments were likely to fall 
apart if the 2 parties disagreed

Lots of compromise, which meant it was 
difficult for there to be a clear outcome

Weimar Republic was created out of 
violence and by leaving out communists.

Disarmament Efforts (Military)

Dissolved German Imperial Army and 
established the smaller Reichswehr as a 
professional military force with limited 
personnel and armaments

Aim: To reduce militarism and comply with 
the terms of the Treaty of Versailles

Groups
Women

Unemployed


